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thelreviewsj' add bi~ is the voice on the
rec.rdings. The point isn't to tell a parent
whtt to do--"that's between the parent and
chiJi," he sa~but simply to inform any­
on~interested enough to pay $1.75 a minute
wh. a particular album contains. From his
oWl! experiences, he says, he knows the
pO'o'er of music and the vulnerability of ado­
les4ence, which is why, with the best of in­
tentions, he picks up the phone in his office
one day, dials a special access number, and
dictates his latest review, written over his
lunch break: "The Red Hot Chili Peppers, a
Warner Brother Records artist, has released
'One Hot Minute.' The album uses numer­
ous obscenities and vulgar language; extols
such behaviors as theft, homosexuality, sub­
stance abuse and casual sex .. ."

Of which Aaron says, upon hearing this
review, "Pretty stupid."

lie is at home. He is in the living room.
He has recently been listening to Tupac
Shakur, who, Chamberlin points out in one
of his reviews, "is currently in prison for
sexually assaulting a fan," and now, with the
music off, he listens to more of what Cham­
berlin has had to say.

"Salt-N-Pepa, a London Records artist,
has recorded 'Very Necessary,'" begins the
re'liew of that album.

"What's wrong with Salt-N-Pepa?" Aaron
intenupts. "I mean, my parents like Salt-N­
Pepa."

"The female rappers glorify promiscuity
and prostitution and advocate violence," the
review continues. "Their song 'Shoop' in­
cludes these lines: 'Felt it in my hips so I
dip back, through my bag of tricks, then I
flipped for the tip made me wanna do tricks.
Gonna lick him like a lollipop .. ."

"Should be licked," Aaron says, finishing
the line from memory. "What's wrong with
that?"

He listens to another:
"Dr. Dre, an lnterscope Records artist,

has recorded his latest album, 'The
Chronic.' "

"Yeah, I got that," Aaron says.
"The album encourages drug abuse,

views women as strictly sex objects and has
obscenities throughout .. ."

"I don't think he views women as sex ob­
jects," Aaron says. "Maybe he does. Yeah,
probably he does."

Another:
"Snoop Doggy Dogg, a Death RowIInter­

scope Records artist, has recorded 'Dog­
gystyle.' Violent themes predominate, as
well as highly sexual content advocating
oral and group sex. The album portrays
women as sex objects and advocates drug
abuse and murder .. ."

"Yep, got that," Aaron says. "Everybody
has that And everything they say about it is
probably true."

Another:
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"The Stone Temple Pilots, an Atlantic
Records Artist, released their latest album,
entitled 'Purple' " ...

"What's wrong with 'Purple?' I want to
hear this."

'The album is bleak ..."
"Bleak?"
". . . and portrays life as basically mean­

ingless ..."
"What?"
"... and slams self-control while promot­

ing indulgence."
"It's music," Aaron says. "Please! So

dumb."

WHEN AARON WAS 3 YEARS Oill, he saw his
brother Nick step on a nail. It was a long
nail, sticking ,up through a piece of dis­
carded wood in the back yard, and Nick,
who was 5 at the time, came down on it so
hard that it went through his sandal and
deep into his foot. He screamed. He fell.

Lynne came running, and so did Bryan,
while Aaron, standing at a distance,
watched.

Eleven years later, this remains the worst
thing Aaron has seen in his life. He has
seen fistfights at school. He has gone by ac­
cidents on the Beltway. He has seen his fa­
ther emerge from heart bypass surgery.
But seeing Nick like that is the only time he
has seen somebody truly in pain, which is
why Lynne, who finds herself thinking
about this one day, says that after 14
charmed years, Aaron has no firsthand un­
derstanding that all human beings, includ­
ing himself, are ultimately mortal. 'There's
been nothing in his life to give him that
sense," she says one morning, sitting on the
beach at Ocean City, where the family has
come for an end-of-the-summer vacation be­
fore Aaron begins high school. As she talks,
she is watching a Coast Guard helicopter
sweeping low above the water. The word is

that a child is out there somewhere, miss­
ing since the night before, presumably
drowned. Back and forth the helicopter
goes, and Lynne can't help but scan the wa­
ter, too.

Aaron, meanwhile, has no interest in
this whatsoever. What is there to see, re­
ally, except a helicopter, a lot of water and
now, cruising past, some kind of search
boat? In his life at the moment, he has a
more immediate concern, namely that
there's a new video game being released
this day called Killer Instinct He and Nick
have been saving for it. He wants it, wants
it now, wants that game cartridge locked
into the Nintendo system he has brought
from home along with a TV, and that is
what's on his mind as he begins calling
store after store in Ocean City, trying to
track down a copy. Finally: "Do you have
Killer Instinct? You do? How much is it?
What's the price? Do you have any copies
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left?" He hangs ~p. He's found it-except
that it's at a store in Salisbury, a 40-minute
drive away, and when Bryan says he's not
up for driving that far, Lynne becomes his
only hope.

"Move your toesies," she says, coming in
from the beach and looking for room on the
sofa, where he's stretched out. She pats his
foot, which has a slight mark on it from a
day a couple of years ago when he was run­
ning around the neighborhood, and a kid
with a pellet gun took aim at him, and the
pellet hit his foot It stung a little and made
a dent, but there was no blood, and the
sting went away, and that's been his only
experience with a gun. Now he moves his
foot. She sits. He asks if she'll take him to
Salisbury. She says she can't because she's
supposed to go shopping with a friend. He
doesn't know what to do.

He has got to have that game.
"Are there any buses?"
"No, babe."
"It's only a half-hour."
"Honey, 1don't want to go."
"It might be fun."
"What's fun about going to Salisbury?

SIlisbury's a place you drive through, not to."
"So,like, there's no buses that go there?"
"Honey ..."
He thinks. His best friend, Morgan, who
~ come along on the vacation, thinks as

well. "Give it up," he suggests.
"Thank you, Morgan," Lynne says, and

then to Aaron she says, "Enjoy vacation.
live it up before you go back to school. Go
to the arcade. Be a kid. Go to the beach. Put
on your suit. Just promise me you won't go
beyond the second wave."

Which, of course, he does. He goes so far
out that, at one point, the lifeguard has to
whistle him and Morgan in, and they come
in laughing, and then they go play some
games, and then they go bowling, and then
they go to afast-food restaurant where Mor­
gan tells about how, at high school orienta­
tion, the principal was saying they can't
bring anything to school that even resem­
bles a weapon, that they can't have beepers,
that they can't even wear caps, and then it is
9 p.m. and there is nothing really to do. So
they go back to the condo, and as soon as
Aaron opens the door, Nick comes hurry­
ing down the hall.

"Can 1see you a minute, Aaron?" he says,
trying to sound calm.

Aaron follows him back to their bedroom.
The TV is on. The Nintendo is hooked up.
And there, on the screen, is Killer Instinct.
"Dad went and got it," Nick says, and Aaron
can hardly believe it

"Is it sweet?" he says. "Is it sweet? Is it
sweet?"

"It's pretty good," Nick says, laughing,

and they immediately begin playing against
each other.

Aaron's character hits Nick's character,
and out oozes a green liquid.

Nick's hits Aaron's, and out flies blood.
Aaron's lands an uppercut, and Nick's

character goes flying. "HoI" Aaron says.
"That was kind of nice."

On this goes, past to, by which time Nick
has mastered a combination move of 10
punches in a row; and 10:30, when Bryan
pokes his head in the door and says, "So
what is this thing I did?"; and 11, by which
time Aaron has learned several finishing
moves, such as the Sword Stab and the
Falling Car. There's also the Needle Stab,
the Acid Puddle, the Neck Breaker, the
Lava Pool, the Skeleton Grab and the Heart
Attack-every conceivable fatality in the
world, it seems, except for one involving a
drowning, perhaps of a child, particularly at
Ocean City, which is the subject of conver­
sation in the living room.

Now the word is that the child was a
boy, 10 years old, out for a swim when he
got caught up in the current. His father
and uncle did their best to save him but
couldn't hold on. And the boy was swept
away.

"I let go of my son," Bryan says. "I can't
imagine coming home and saying, 'I let go
of my son.' "
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The door to the balcony is open. The
sound of the waves is coming into the
room. The search, so far, has found noth­
ing. The body is still out there.

Once, years ago, during another trip to
Ocean City, Bryan was on the boardwalk
with Nick when he lost him. He looked
everywhere he could think of, growing
more and more frantic, and then, not know­
ing what else to do, knowing only that he
didn't want to go to Lynne and tell her he
had lost their son, he went to the police sta­
tion. And there was Nick, waiting. "That
was the worst,"he says.

No, Lynne says, the worst was last sum­
mer, when Aaron didn't come home from
school on the bus, and in the course of
several hours she went from thinking he
was late, to hurt, to abducted, to dead, un­
til he walked in and said he had been at
the arcade.

There are so many things that can go
wrong. Lynne especially knows this. Some­
times, to her, it seems a wonder they have

now, he's going to get nostalgic over ..."
But what?
"Oldies rap?" says Bryan.

. "I stabbed her in the tits?" says Lynne.
And they laugh, because they believe in

their hearts that everything is going to
work out fine.

MAYBE IT WILL, TOO. "Aaron Wolf. Your
son. Very intelligent little kid. Very smart
Going to be a lawyer when I grow up, and
maybe even a baseball player," Aaron said
in a message he left on his father's voice
mail a few years ago, a message so sweet
and spoken so happily, in such a sing-songy
voice, that Bryan has preserved it Maybe
that will happen.

Or maybe, in eight years, he11 get a job
designing video game fatalities.

Or maybe, in 10 years, he'll join the
PMRC.

Who can know? It's too soon. He's only
14. There's so much ahead. ''I'm not, like,
worrying about that now," he says one day

and WATCH The Grape~ oj Wrath," Lynne
says one day.

"He's never going to read The Red Badge
o/Courage," says Bryan.

"Let's put it that way," says Lynne.
Neither thinks this will necessarily

make the world a worse place-"It11 be a
different place, that's all," Bryan says­
but just the same, every Christmas, they
get Aaron a book. Just in case. One year it
was The Fire Next Time by James Bald­
win. "I don't think he read it," Lynne says.
Another year, it was The Dreamtime, a
book of Australian aboriginal myths. An­
other year it was The Man Who Knew In­
finity, a biography of the Indian mathe­
matical genius Ramanujan. Another year
it was Flatland by Edwin A. Abbott, a
book written in 1884 that uses math, satire
and spirituality to tell the story of a man
living in a two-dimensional world. "Bryan
gave him this and said, 'Aaron, this af­
fected me. Give it a try,' " Lynne says. And
did he read it? "Are you kidding?" She is in

made it this far. But they have, and now
they sit together in the living room, listen­
ing to the ocean, until she goes into the
bedroom to read, and Bryan, after trying to
sleep, goes onto the balcony. It must be
past 1 a.m. He watches some police officers
roust a man and a woman entangled in the
sand. He watches for shooting stars. He
watches the dark water. Sometime after 2,
the wind dies down and the humidity
comes up, and at 3, he looks in on Aaron
and Nick.

They're still awake. Still playing. It's been
six hours straight.

"Go to bed," Bryan says, and they do, and
now it is the next day, and Aaron and Nick
are at it again, and Bryan and Lynne are on
their way out to lunch.

They're in Lynne's Lincoln, what she
calls her menopausal car. Bryan's driving.
He loves to drive. Sometimes, at home,
he'll drive up and down Rock Creek Park­
way for no reason other than to drive, and
look around, and remind himself how
beautiful things can be. Lynne, meanwhile,
is fiddling with the radio, and comes upon
an old Righteous Brothers song. She turns
up the volume and settles back. "Now this
was music," she says, getting a little
dreamy. "God, my kid's not going to have
memories like this. Twenty years from
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on the subject of how he'd like his life to
work out Instead, he has more immediate
concerns on his mind because it is a Friday
afternoon, and he's home from school, and
he's got an English assignment that in­
volves reading a book. And on this subject,
he says, "I don't really like books ... I don't
like sitting down and reading. I'd much
rather watch TV ... If it's boring, I can
switch to another channel. But in a book, I
have to keep reading until I find the next in­
teresting part. It takes too long."

It was different, of course, for his. parents.
When Lynne was 14 and her sister had died
and her own life was falling apart, she came
across The Grapes 0/ Wrath. "That's what I
got from books, realizing there were other
people out there whose lives weren't so
good, that they had to struggle, and they
survived," she says. Bryan, meanwhile, was
reading Crime and Punishment, which led
to The Brothers Karamazov, which led to
Sinclair Lewis and Arrowsmith, a book
whose main character, an idealistic young
doctor, filled him with such hopefulness
that it pushed him toward becoming a sci­
entist, and then a teacher in D.C., and fos­
tered in him an optimism that has contin­
ued to this day.

And now they have Aaron:
"I can't even get him to sit down with me

his room, looking through his books, all
stacked on a bottom shelf, all coated with
dust. But there they are for him, if and
when he's ready.

And now comes a new book: To Kill a
Mockingbird. That's his assignment.

"When he was nearly thirteen, my
brother Jem got his arm badly broken at
the elbow," is how it begins and goes on
from there to explore how cruel and hateful
people can be. There's an attempted lynch­
ing. There's a killing. There's an attempt to
murder some children. There's plenty of vi­
olence, in other words, but unlike in a
video game or most of the music Aaron lis­
tens tO,it is violence that occurs within a
larger c(}ntext of decency and love, and
that is the book he has brought home to
read. He's had it now for a week. ''I'm on
Page 2," he says. "Some guy hurt his arm
playing football or something." He needs to
finish it. He will.

But now, on a Friday afternoon, the
weekend ahead, there are so many other
choices, all infinitely more appealing.
Maybe they do involve violence, he says,
but he isn't worried about the effects. It's
not like he doesn't know the difference be­
tween reality and fantasy; it's not like he
can't handle it; it's not like he's going to kill
anyone, or hurt someone, or become so
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CIA
continued from page 22

A graduate of Brown University, Hunt re­
garded himself as Barnes's social peer, but
others did not share this estimation. Hunt
was at once devious and melodramatic. He
successfully moonlighted as a part-time au­
thor of spy thrillers; he wrote dozens of
them under various pseudonyms. Barnes
signed him up to be chief of propaganda for
the Guatemala operation.

David Phillips, a charming if unsuccess­
ful actor who had drifted into the CIA when
he could not make it on Broadway, was put
in charge of the phony Voice of liberation
to make clandestine radio broadcasts into
Guatemala. Its slogan was "Trabajo, Pan y
Patria"-Work, Bread and Country. Phillips
hired a couple of Guatemalans-"Pepe" and
"Mario"-to write stirring calls to arms. The
idea was to prepare the proper psychologi­
cal climate for the revolution.

PhiBips was a smart man-more grounded
than Hunt-and he was perceptive about
the conflicts roiling below Barnes's unflap­
pable exterior. As he was being recruited by
Barnes, Phillips asked him, "What right do
we have to help someone to topple his gov­
ernment and throw him out of office?" Barnes
"ducked" the question. "For a moment,"
Phillips wrote later, "I detected in his face a
flicker of concern, a doubt, the reaction of a
sensitive man."

The CIA's Berlin station chief, Henry
Heckscher, was brought back and sent to
Guatemala City disguised as a coffee buyer
in a straw hat and dark glasses. Heckscher
tried, without much success, to penetrate
Arbenz's army and tum the officers against
the president. He did manage to recruit one
member of Arbenz's planning staff, who
turned out to be a useful spy.

Before the "hornets" being trained in
Nicaragua could be set loose, the United
States needed some justification to make
clear to the world and the Guatemalans that
Arbenz was a dangerous communist. The
CIA tried to contrive evidence by planting
caches of weapons-fraudulently stamped
with the Soviet hammer and sickle-along
the Guatemalan coast. The discovery does
not seem to have caused much of a stir. But
then Arbenz played into Washington's hands.

In January 1954, according to the CIA's
still-secret history of the operation, a Pana­
manian double agent had revealed that the
CIA was plotting against Arbenz. This be­
trayal might have blown the whole opera­
tion. But Arbenz overreacted. Precisely be­
cause he feared an attempt by "los
norteamericanos" to overthrow him, the
Guatemalan president went shopping for
communist reinforcements. Through his spy
on Arbenz's staff, Heckscher learned thatAr­
benz had ordered an entire shipload of

numbed that he can't tell the difference be­
tween right and wrong. "Maybe like a
flower," he says, thinking about this. "Ifyou
keep seeing it, do you still keep seeing it?
Or is it just there? You don't care. That
doesn't mean you're desensitized. You're
used to it"

And besides, he goes on, "If I hadn't seen
anything violent, I probably wouldn't be
who I am, and I probably wouldn't have
much ofa life."

He elaborates:
"If I hadn't seen all this, I'd be different"
And elaborates further:
"I wouldn't even have an outside life.
"I'd be scared to be with anyone else.
"I wouldn't be able to relate to anybody

else."
And further:
"Because thejve all seen it"
So: What will it be this afternoon? Music?

TV? Video games?
He makes a decision. He turns on the

computer, and on comes a game given to
him by another student in school a few days
before, called Druglord.

He starts with $500 cash. The computer
asks him to choose what he wants to buy:
"cocaine, crack, heroin, acid, crystal, grass,
speed, tudes."

He makes his choice, and now the com­
puter shows him some prices.

He ~des to spend all $500, and now he
has to decide where he wants to sell the
drugs: Chicago, Detroit, Las Vegas, Los An­
geles, Miami, New York, San Diego or
Washington.

He chooses San Diego, hits the button
and is told that he's justmade a $500 profit.

"Pretty nice," he says.
Now he has enough money to buy and

sell some heroin.
And with the profit from that he's able to

buy and sell some speed.
And now he's up to $3,500 when a char­

acter named Juan appears, selling some
AK-47s-except the price is $5,000, firm.

"Doh, I can't believe it. Those are the
nicest guns. I could kill some cops."

And wouldn't you know it, here come the
police.

They're closing in. They're surrounding
him. They're opening fire. They're blasting
away, shooting and shooting until a mes­
sage comes up on the screen:

"Everything has a strange misty look to it
... you start to feel heat under your feet ...
you see flames licking all around ... I guess
this is the end."

And there it is.
Aaron Wolf, 14, is dead.
But not for long.
"Would you like to play again?" the game

asks.
He presses 'n'. For no.
There are too many other things to do.•



weapons from Czechoslovakia, to be shipped
from Poland aboard the freighter Alfhem.

The CIA tracked the Alfhem all the way
to the Guatemalan port of Puerto Barrios,
where it docked in mid-May 1954. At first
the CIA's chief of clandestine operations,
Frank Wisner, was angry that the U.S. Navy
had failed to intercept the freighter-until
he realized that the shipment of 200 tons of
communist weaponry was just the excuse
the United States needed to intervene.

Surreptitiously, Rip Robertson and a
band of his hornets tried to stop the ship­
ment before it reached Guatemala City.
Their plan was to destroy a railroad trestle
just as the Guatemalan freight train carry­
ing the weapons rumbled across. But the
dynamite did not explode; a downpour had
drenched the fuses.

It did not really matter; the weapons were
of limited used to Arbenz. The World War
II vintage machine guns did not work and
the antitank weapons had no utility in a re­
gion that had no tanks. But they gave the
State Department cause to fulminate. The
American ambassador to Guatemala, John
E. "Jack" Peurifoy, had been handpicked by
Wisner to work with the CIA. Aflamboyant
figure who paraded around the embassy in
a jumpsuit with a shoulder holster, sporting
a green Borsalino hat with a feather on his
head, Peurifoy demanded an audience with
Arbenz and cabled home that if the
Guatemala leader was not actually a com­
munist, "he'll do until one comes along."
The White House denounced Guatemala as
a Soviet bastion and the Pentagon shipped
50 tons of small arms to the exile "army" of
Castillo Armas.

The American press played along with
this charade. It simply ignored Arbenz's
cry that the CIA was plotting against him.
Most reporters accepted uncritically what­
ever American officials told them, and if
they didn't, their editors did. Dispatches
from Time magazine reporters in Gua­
temala, generally sympathetic to Arbenz,
were rewritten at the magazine's editorial
offices in New York to take a hard line
against the Guatemalan government. The
editor-in-chief of Time Inc., Henry Luce,
was a friend of Allen Dulles, and the re­
porters strongly suspected government in­
tervention. The most naked-and success­
ful-attempt to control the press came at
the New York Times. The dispatches of
Sydney Groson, the Tunes's man in Mexico
City, seemed overly influenced by the
Guatemalan foreign minister. Since the
TImes reporter was taking the wrong line,
Wisner suggested to Dulles that the CIA try
to silence Gruson. As a "left-leaning" emi­
gre who traveled on a British passport is­
sued in Warsaw, Gruson was a "security
risk," Wisner argued. The necessary phone
calls were made, and-as a patriotic ges-
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ture-New York Times publisher Arthur
Hays Sulzberger ordered Groson to stay
out of Guatemala, just as Groson was about
to launch an investigation of Castillo Ar­
mas's army.

Wisner was able to control the press, but
he was nonetheless full of doubts. He had
initially opposed the creation of a CIA­
backed rebel air force-even threatening to
resign-for fear that it would blow the agen­
cy's cover. Mer the Panamanian double
agent informed Arbenz of the CIA plot, Wis­
ner considered aborting the operation, but
Dulles decided that the agency was already
committed. Then the agency discovered
electronic bugs "similar to the jobs the Rus­
sians used"-including a microphone in the
chandelier-in the U.S. Embassy in
Guatemala City. Wisner wrote a memo to
file, stating that the operation "appears to
be rather naked ... Several categories of

people-hostile, friendly and 'neutral'-ei­
ther know or suspect or believe that the
U.S. is directly behind this one and, assum­
ing it proceeds to a conclusion, will be able
to tell a convincing story." To try to "quiet"
the operation, Wisner briefly suspended
"black" flights of arms and other supplies to
thehomets.

Barnes tried to calm nerves at the opera­
tion's Opa-Locka headquarters. He traveled
to the barracks accompanied by his old
schoolmate, now his CIA colleague,
Richard Bissell. In his role as a special as­
sistant to Allen Dulles, Bissell had been dis­
patched as a kind of "eyes and ears" for the
director, to report back to Washington on
how this bold and highly sensitive opera­
tion was progressing.

Owlish and clumsy, Bissell made an un­
likely James Bond. But he was intellectually
domineering and bold, physically as well as
mentally. As a Yale undergraduate, his un­
sanctioned sport was climbing over the steep­
pitched roofs of the gothic halls at night­
"criminally dangerous," he later conceded.

(

Though unknown to the' public, he was re­
garded as one of the brightest young men in
government He was the hidden genius be-
hind the Marshall Plan in the late 19408, and ..­
in later years at the CIA, he developed the U-2
spy plane, eventually becoming chief of all
covert action. It was Bissell who master­
minded the agency's assassination plots and
hired the Mafia in a fruitless attempt to elimi-
nate Fidel Castro in the early 1960s.

At operation headquarters in Florida that
June 1954, Bissell was thoroughly im­
pressed with what his Groton classmate
had helped create. He later recalled that
both he and Barnes admired the military
plans and operations. Neither of them had
ever been before in a military headquarters
on the eve of battle, and their experience
with paramilitary operations was entirely
theoretical. That was about to change.

WHEN THE GO-AHEAD came down from
President Eisenhower, Barnes's air force
went into action. Jerry DeLann, the former
skywriter who was now code-named Rose­
binda, dropped leaflets heralding the com­
ing liberation of Guatemala City. A Cessna
pilot dropped hand grenades and Coke bot­
tles filled with gasoline out the window over
Puerto Barrios, making loud bangs but
causing no real damage. Two other planes
were shot up by small arms fire, and an­
other pilot, sent to strafe the city of Coban,
ran out of gas while airborne. He crash­
landed just over the Guatemalan border in
Mexico. A pilot sent to knock out the gov­
ernment's radio station blew up the trans­
mitter of some American evangelical mis­
sionaries by mistake. In Guatemala City,
the CIA's station chief sent a cable describ­
ing the bombing as "pathetic." The
Guatemalan people did not rise up.

In early June, just before the invasion be­
gan, Arbenz had cracked down on student
dissenters, arresting 480 in the first two
weeks. Barnes noted that the CIA's network
of spies had "suffered losses" and suggested
to Wisner that it be "reorganized." "But,"
noted the CIA's internal history of the opera­
tion, "there was nothing left to organize." In­
stead, Arbenz executed ringleaders, burying
75 dissidents in a mass grave. At agency
headquarters in Washington and at Opa­
Locka, optimism was fading quickly. Only
Barnes, with his characteristic buoyancy, re­
mained upbeat Everyone else feared a dis­
aster in the making. 'We were all of us at
our wits' end," recalled Bissell. AI Haney,
the CIA's field commander, begged Wash­
ington to send more airplanes. Wisner was
nervous, unsure what to do. It was almost
too late to keep the CIA's involvement a se­
cret James Reston was beginning to hint in
the New York Ttmes that Washington was
behind the "invasion," and a sudden show of
force, if thinly disguised, risked exposing



Nancy Lauler
7119 Wll1'bler Lane
McLean, VA 22101

October 21, 1995
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary:

I am writing to you in response to the article in last week's Washington Post, written by
the President ofNE" Keith Geiger. I fully support his view on TV trash. It's time now
for all concern citizens to take a stand and say enough. Enough ofTV violence, TV
rapes, TV murders, TV armed robberies and assaults and endless reference to sex.

My chil(iren are 10 and 14 years of age and they have seen and heard it all, from our
living room television. They see it in the morning with talk shows and cartoons, they see
it on the commercials, they see it in the afternoon with talk shows and cartoons and
movies and they see it on the evening programs. My children are not "couch potatoes,"
and we general watch educational programing, but what they see on regular TV, hits
home and sends them wrong messages about our family values.

We are not living in a perfect world and we need to help our children to learn important
things and good family values. Every broadcaster should develop choice programs with
non violent, decent and educational programming. The FCC should base license renewal
decision on whether the broadcaster has lived up to their agreement.

Enough is Enough it's time to make the right choices for our children and their futures.

Sincerely,

Nancy Lauler

('... :,
'\;

"....;



October 13, 1995

FCC
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

As for as I am concerned there should be only three channels available for

children on television:

1- The Discovery Channel

2- Arts and Entertainment

3- CNN

I feel the rest of the trash should be Pay For View

Lynette Colan

'A"'I~ !1Jw
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Dea~ bir or Madam:

We are writing in reply to your article in our local
newpaper. We like that there are enough educational
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October 11, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As a parent and PTA member, I am writing to urge you to vote on October 16th
to require all TV stations to produce at least one hour of educational and informational
programming per day, or at least seven hours per week.

The Children's Television Act (CTA) requires broadcasters to serve the
educational and informational needs of children as a condition for license renewal. The
FCC rules must ensure compliance with the CTA by writing clear and specific
guidelines in this area. The PTA supports the following guidelines:

A. Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically-designed
educational and informational programming on all TV stations;

B. Redefine the FCC definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which permits stations to
cite programming sucn as "The Simpsons" and the "Flintstones" on their
license ren¢'wal applications;

., C. Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
,""\Jjrograms as meeting a station's "core" programming obligations under the Act;

" D. Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. from
counting toward the core requirement of children's programming.

Quality children's programs in my community which meet these guidelines
include Sesame Street, Reading Rainbow, NOVA, and Mr. Rodger's Neighborhood.
Cartoons, sit-cc>ms, and public service announcements do not meet these guidelines.
As a parent and a PTA member, I would like to see more good quality programming for
children. I would like to see all cartoons and shows depicting violence restricted from
the airwaves during the times that children watch TV.

Voluntary steps toward improving children's television simply have not worked.
Now is the time for the FCC to take action. No more stalling strategies by the
industry. The time is right for the FCC to vote for children.

Sincerely, {JrS,j)d I~
J:1 ~ I R ~Hk.SN#!.IC<. JJ< .

LI h-I< h,w/ [(j' J-OlcJ Y
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Reed Hundt
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Reed Hundt

I am a parent of 2 children, one 7 years old and the other
5 years old. I am writting to express my concerns about
the quality of children's TV programming.

I am writting to ask the Comrnission to strengthen the
Children's Television Act by adding the following language
to the rules of the Act:

1) Require the following for educational programming:

Programming that has education as a "significant purpose"

Programs that air between 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m.

Programs that are regularly scheduled and of substantial
length (at least 15 minutes)

Written statements provided by stations on the educational
objectives and the child audience targeted by the programming.

2) Require stations to identify educational children's
programming when it airs to help parents choose these shows

3) Mandate that stations air a minimum of three hous per week
of educational shows for children. This requirement will
rise to five hours per week over a period of several years.

So as I orginally stated, we need quality children's TV
programming or else our only alternative is to shut off the
TV for good because as of now there is nothing I want my children
to watch. Thank you.

ril Copeman
468 Williamson

Clarkston, MI 48346

#1-810-623-6317
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Laurie L. Musel
1033 Carriage Hill Drive
Clinton, Iowa 52732
(319) 243-8332

October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554 roCKE, f\LE CO?~ OR\G\N~
Dear Mr. Hundt,

The PTA speaks for children. Please take this opportunity to do the same. When you and your
committee look at the needs of children's television programming, please do so through the eyes of
our children and youth. Would you want the young people you know and care about to watch
what's being offered today? Would you want one of their Friday night choices to be "The X-Files" or
"Xena: Warrior Princess"? That's what they have to choose from in Iowa!

Children love to learn and they learn a great deal from their environment. It's up to your
committee to take a strong stand in upholding the Children's Television Act (CTA) and to ensure that
the children's television environment has at least some programming each day which is specifically
designed for them. When the CTA took effect in 1991, it required broadcasters to serve the
educational and informational needs of children as a condition for license renewal. A tighter
definition of "educational and informational" is needed to close the loophole which allows "G.1. Joe"
to be reclassified as educational and public service announcements to be touted as informational
programs. Qualifying the likes of the "Flintstones" and the"Jetsons" in the daily television menu for
license renewal is a travesty! You should not give stations who use these tactics your approval for
adhering to the standards of the CTA.

We can't just turn off the television; it's a dominant force in our media culture. PTA is doing all it
can to better educate the viewing public, especially parents and teachers, on recognizing violence,
understanding what television is selling and making sense of what we see. A little help from
television programmers would be appreciated!

I urge you and your committee to:
• Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically designed educational and

informational programming on all TV stations;
• Redefine the definition of "educational and informational";
• Count only standard-length, regularly scheduled educational programs as meeting a

station's "core" programming obligations under CTA; and
• Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. from counting toward the core

requirement of children's programming.
You could do much more but you can do no less!
Thank you for taking the time to consider my concerns.

Sincerely,

~t2P-W c;/'!JlM<fl-f"
Laurie L. Musel, First Vice President
Iowa PTA



The Honorable Reed Hundt,Chair
The Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street,NW
Washington, DC 20554

October 12,1995

Dear Sir;

In the past being literate referred to being able to read and
write. In todays electronic world it is important for parents and
students to be MEDIA literate. We must know how to interpret and
evaluate images, words and sounds that make up our mass media
culture.

The Childrens Television Act (CTA) took effect in 1991 and
requires broadcasters to serve educational and informational
needs of children, as a condition for license renewal.

The Federal Communication Commission needs to redefine its
definition of "educational and informational" programming to
close the loophole that permits stations to cite programs such as
"The Jetson's" and "Flintstones" on their renewal applications
and exclude programs aired before 6:00 am and after 10:00 pm from
counting toward the core requirements of childrens programming.

Asking stations to do so does not ban any program or content. It
(CTA) asks for some regularly scheduled education programs.
Parents are told they should safeguard and influence their
childrens T.V. viewing, but parents cannot select good
programming if it isn't offered.

The industry has had 30 years of voluntary market opportunities
to produce better programming and T.V. programming has gotten
worse; more violent and more commercial.

Unfortunately in todays society violence and commercials are what
sell and make media rich. The air-ways are still free and belong
to the public. It is time for all to speak out and show our
concern and try to turn this situation around.

Pam Hebert
212 Exeter Lane
Blountivlle,TN 37617
(423) 323-8470

First TN Region
Director, TN PTA
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear M. Chairman:

October 14, 1995

As a PTA Parent, I am deeply concerned with the
opportunity coming before your Commission next ~eek to
implement the requirement of the Children's Television
Act to serve "the educational and information needs of
children in overall programming."

Television, as you know, is potent in children's
learning, and far too much of what now passes for
children's programs carries physical violence, is often
sinister or merely sleazy in concept. At a time when
we are deeply concerned about education in general,
with how our millions of "small twigs" are being "bent, II

the content and amount of children's television programs
are important to all of us who care about their futures
as well as our own.

I hope very much your Commission will support a
requirement that TV stations produce at least one hour
of truly educational programming per day or seven hours
a week, separated from commercial tie-ins that would
unduly influence their content. I submit that airwaves
still belong to the public - we don't want to be forced
to turn off TV - we just want the confidence of more
good programs for our children.

Thank you very much for considering this request.

Sincerely yours,

~s:..TQ;~...v""'C-L~e.­

Charlotte Prince Ryan



8820 S.E. 61st
Mercer Island, WA 98040

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

11 October, 1995

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Thirty-four years ago, FCC Chairman Newton Minow, in a speech to the
National Association of Broadcasters, described television as a "vast wasteland." I
shudder to think how he would describe children's television in the present, when
broadcasters are allowed to count such cartoons as "The Jetsons" and "The
Flintstones" as part of their educational and informational programming for children.
In such an environment, parents' options regarding intelligent choices for television
viewing for their children become severely limited, and the most intelligent choice is
frequently to tum off the television. If a parent's only recourse is to curtail or prohibit
viewing of network television, this does not bode well for broadcasters or advertisers.

The FCC has the power to make some important changes in this area. You
can be a powerful force for the pUblic good, and recognize that the airwaves belong to
and should serve the public. You can realize that we cannot afford to pollute and
waste the minds of our children, and thereby put their futures and ours at risk. You
can require one hour of educational and informational programming for children
between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Or you can ignore the wishes of
concerned parents and of child advocacy groups such as PTA, and vote instead to
support the powerful and wealthy broadcast industry.

I believe that the public interest dictates the former course of action. The FCC
should regulate the airwaves on behalf of all of us, not just powerful broadcasting
concerns. As a PTA Co-President, I support the PTA's endorsement of better
television for children, and of stronger regulations to foster this improvement. I hope
you will do your part to strengthen these regUlations. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sharon H. Smith



Dear Chairman Hundt:

October 11, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

It e1'" \1 .... r!I~I~JA'OOCKElf~wP I \.iru;";il'4'"

As a parent and PTA member, I am writing to urge you to vote on October 16th
to require all TV stations to produce at least one hour of educational and informational
programming per day, or at least seven hours per week.

The Children's Television Act (CTA) requires broadcasters to serve the
educational and informational needs of children as a condition for license renewal. The
FCC rules must ensure compliance with the CTA by writing clear and specific
guidelines in this area. The PTA supports the following guidelines:

A. Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically-designed
educational and informational programming on all TV stations;

B. Redefine the FCC definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which permits stations to
cite programming sucn as "The Simpsons" and the "Flintstones" on their
license renewal applications;

C. Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's "core" programming obligations under the Act;

D. Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. from
counting toward the core requirement of children's programming.

Quality children's programs in my community which meet these guidelines
include Sesame Street, Reading Rainbow, NOVA, and Mr. Rodger's Neighborhood.
Cartoons, sit-corns, and public service announcements do not meet these guidelines.
As a parent and a PTA member, I would like to see more good quality programming for
children. I would like to see all cartoons and shows depicting violence restricted from
the airwaves during the times that children watch TV.

Voluntary steps toward improving children's television simply have not worked.
Now is the time for the FCC to take action. No more stalling strategies by the
industry. The time is right for the FCC to vote for children.

SinC~a,

d~~
)



3528 West Hampton Drive
Marietta, Georgia 30064
October 9, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir:

I am writing you as a both a concerned parent and middle school PTSA president. When you
meet on October 16, 1995, I hope that you will vote in a manner as to better define the
educational and informational requirements for broadcasters in the Children's Television Act. In
today's age, where violence has even tainted Saturday morning cartoons, the Federal
Communications Commission needs to provide specific guidelines for broadcasters.

The fate ofchildren's television programming lies in your hands. Please insure quality educational
and informational programming for our children by:

1. Setting a standard ofat least one hour per day of specifically-designed educational and
informational programming on all TV stations.

2. Redefine its definition of"educational and informational" programming in order to close
regulatory loopholes.

3. Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational programs as meeting a station's
"core" programming obligations under the Act.

4. Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. from counting toward the core
requirement of children's programming.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Helen C. Goreham



JANELLAWLER M~DANIEL

DOCKET FILE COpy omeNAI
October 8, 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

9481 Wiltshire Drive
Highlands Ranch, Colorado 80126

303/470·9486

As a parent and PTA member, I am writing to urge you to vote on October 16th
to require all TV stations to produce at least one hour of educational and informational
programming per day, or at least seven hours per week.

The Children's Television Act (CTA) requires broadcasters to serve the
educational and informational needs of children as a condition for license renewal. The
FCC rules must ensure compliance with the CTA by writing clear and specific
guidelines in this area. The PTA supports the following guidelines:

A. Set a standard of at least one hour per day of specifically-designed
educational and informational programming on all TV stations;

B. Redefine the FCC definition of "educational and informational"
programming in order to close the regulatory loophole which permits stations to
cite programming such as "The Simpsons" and the "Flintstones" on their
license renewal applications;

C. Count only standard length, regularly-scheduled educational
programs as meeting a station's "core" programming obligations under the Act;

D. Exclude programs aired before 6:00 a.m. or after 10:00 p.m. from
counting toward the core requirement of children's programming.

Quality children's programs in my community which meet these guidelines
include Sesame Street, Reading Rainbow, NOVA, and Mr. Rodger's Neighborhood.
Cartoons, sit-coms, and public service announcements do not meet these guidelines.
As a parent and a PTA member, I would like to see more good quality programming for
children. I would like to see all cartoons and shows depicting violence restricted from
the airwaves during the times that children watch TV.

Voluntary steps toward improving children's television simply have not worked.
Now is the time for the FCC to take action. No more stalling strategies by the
industry. The time is right for the FCC to vote for children.

Sincerely,

J~d~Jn~
Janet Lawler McDaniel



PSC 9 Box 4519
APO AE 09123

7 October 1995

The Honorable Reed Hundt,

I am writing to you to express my concern about children's television. Today, our

children's choices of quality television programming and information are ones that bring dismay

and concern to every parent. As a parent, I favor having a standard applied to television

broadcasting of at least one hour a day to be specifically designed educational and informational

programming on all television stations. I would also like to see that programs such as the Jetsons

and Flintstones not be considered as educational television. This programming, to be effective,

should be limited between the hours of6 a.m. and 10 p.m.

As a military member and parent living overseas in Europe, we currently have this type of

educational programming on our one television station. During the morning hours, Sesame Street

is shown everyday to help preschool children with their developmental education. In the

afternoons, when most of the school aged children watch television, there are some educational

and informational programs on for the school age children. This is a limited problem for our

children until they return to the United States, where children will once again be besieged with

television that is not educational or informational in the least bit.

I do not want to give the impression that all television programs and stations do not

provide quality television programs for our children. I do want to state that most television

stations do not offer the educational programs for children and that we, as parents, need to help

change this practice. I do know that it is the parent's responsibility to regulate what their children

watch. Unfortunately, many households do not have a parent home when their children are



watching television. I believe that the television stations should have some of the responsibility to

air educational and informational programs that will benefit not only the children, but society as a

whole.

As airways belong to the public, I believe it is in the best interest of all Americans that we

are able to say what items are being broadcast on the airways. All we are asking in return is that

the programs serve the educational and information needs of children in overall programming.

This would not be an unconstitutional law, as I am not asking that any programs be banned. I am

asking that some educational and informational scheduled programming be shown during hours

when children can see the quality show and help them to become more productive in their lives.

Children learn by example, and if all we show them on television is violence, then they too will

become violent. This may be an exaggeration to say all children will become violent, but studies

have shown that children imitate what they see on television. I believe it is both the

responsibilities of parents and the television stations to air quality educational children's

programming.

I hope you and your panel who is reviewing this action will act favorably for not only my

children, but for all the children in the United States. We need to ensure our children receive the

quality educational and information television programming available when the children are able

to watch it, not at 2 am in the morning. As a PTA parent, I hope you will join me to support

better educational and informational television programming, especially for our children's sake.

Sincerely,

~J~~
Lyle T. Worsley



Lynn E. Blaylock
2200 Sunburst
E'lI!!!!M!!!. IN 47714

Telephone 812-477-5661

October 11, 1995

Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Deer Sir,

, '\

This letter is to inform you of my very strong personal views regarding involvement of the
FCC in helping the Children's Television Act.

I find it sad that it would be necessaIY to demand that networlc stations assme the viewing
audience a mere one hom per day ofeducational programming for our nations cbildren.
It has, however, become an issue that many may not feel important; but, ifgiven thought,
it bears great credence.

MAny families periodically use the television for not only family viewin& but, the
occasional baby-sitter while attending to other responsibilities within the household.
Unbtuoately, there are fiunilies that have no interest in what type ofprogranmring their
children may view.

When my cbildren were only babies, I made certain that I monitored what they were
gathering from television. When I found myselfunable to find suitable viewing to
stimulate their minds, I would then resort to public stations or video tapes ofeducational
quality. Not only am I speaking ofprogramming to heighten their intelligence level, but,
their emotional level as well. With my youngest children now at the ages of7 and 10, they
not only are emotionally stable, but, hold wry high academic scores in school. Is this due
only to controlled television? Ofcourse not; however, this played a major role in the
development of their young and formidable minds.



I'm not suggesting that childnm or adults be censored from progt8Dl8 such 88 "The
Jetsons" or the "Flintstones". I am saying that children deserve at least a one hour period
ofviewing to assist in their development. Two programs that come to mind are "Bill Nye
the Science Guy" and "Beekman's Weird Science". Yes, these shows are colorful and
zany, but, the material being presented to the children are ofgreat value. IfI were
producing these shows I would have went about the pteSeIltation in the same manner. The
reason being that childnm will not gain 88 much, intellectually, from boring input, but they
will take notice if its oold and different.

I would much rather my child know about science then how many members hold court in
the Power Rangers. We should, as parents, know that children could be compared to a
sponge that will absorb what ever actions, environment or learning material that we supply
them.

Our children are truly our future, and mUlt be started on proper footing in their funDative
years. We, as a society, are now surrounded by gang violence, drug usage and Wlwanted
~. Ifa child does not come fum a stroog family background, then many rely on
media forms, such as networlc p-ogramrning, to fonn their views on life. We, as concerned
individuals, must cJemand that network television supply programming to beuefit our
youth.

One hour, 5 days per week. Are we really asking that much?

Sincerely, ../

~~ \.. ~\\ _ .. t\ ..\.. /

Lynn~. Blaylock~
Lodge PTA President


